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February Calendar

February 3, 10, 17, 24
9:00 a.m.
Bennington Lake Walk
(weather permitting)

February 7
9:00 a.m. HJT Parking Lot
Field Trip: Waterfowl and
Gulls

February 12
7:00 p.m.
Board Meeting
219 Newell Street

February 19
7:30 p.m.
Membership meeting
Gaiser Auditorium

Field Trip Information

Trips depart from Harper Joy
Theatre parking lot on Whitma
College Campus

Bring plenty of food and water

Plan to carpool whenever
possible and reimburse for gag

Contact trip leadeif you plan to
attend

Changes, cancellations and tri
results will be posted at
http://www.blumtn.org

Have questions? Contact Ging
Shoemake at 525-2963 or
housewren@blumtn.org

99
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Meetings

Membership Meeting: February 19, 7:30 p.m.
Gaiser Auditorium, Hall of Science, Whitman College

SNAKES IN THE CONGO

The speaker for our February meeting will be Katekdon. Kate is an Assistant
Professor of Biology at Whitman College, where steaches herpetology,
comparative vertebrate anatomy, and animal diyersghe holds a Ph.D. in Biology
from Harvard University. Obsessed with amphibieared reptiles since early
childhood, she became especially attracted to talyknow snakes of Central
Africa.

Kate will give a slide presentation about her fieddk with snakes in the Congo. She
has led four expeditions to conduct herpetofaur@liersity surveys in areas of the
Congo never studied before. She has published rsamgntific articles and has

authored a field memoir about her experiences ciifig snakes in the swamp forest
of northern Congo.

This program was scheduled for October, but hadd@opostponed because of
unexpected circumstances.

After the meeting, her recent bookéan and Lowly Thing: Snakes, Science and
Survival in the Condowill be available for sale and book signing.

Field Trips

Saturday, February 7 — 9:00 a.m. ALL DAY

WATERFOWL AND GULLS

February is a great time to visit the Columbia &mdike rivers to look at the wide
variety of waterfowl that winter in Walla Walla Coty. We will be searching for
waterfowl such as canvasbacks, common mergansermmen and Barrow’'s
goldeneyes, redheads, grebes, loons, geese, ang. mdhis will also be an
opportunity to see a variety of gulls and learn Howecognize different species. Who
better to lead us on this outing than Mike and Meynn Denny! They have spent
many years learning how to identify waterfowl andlgand will share their expertise
with us so some day we can say more than “ohaitsick”, or, “there goes a gull.” A
spotting scope will be a great help on this tripjfsyou have one bring it along. Pack
a lunch, your binoculars, a bird book, and dresgHe winter weather. This is going
to be a fun day - don’t miss it. Call the Denrfygau plan to attend 529-0808.

Printed on 100% post consumer waste/acid fpe@er by 123 Printing, Walla Walla
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President’'s Corner

THE RAINBOW BIRD reported that he had a new baby sister but his eraghid he was
In the January MagpipefGeorge Jameson reported not going to g_et any more baby brothers or sistssause his
on his presentation at Rogers School. Georgesis, dather was going to get “fixed,” to tell the studerilt's about

many of you know, a multi-talented guy. A ftime’” S . _
photographer, a crack birder, a computer pro, a As for the bird pictures, the students enjoyedning the

gardener with a very green thumb, and lots of 0,[he)zellow-headm blackbird. 1t is, as you explainadblackbird

imoressive thinas. He was a hit at Rogers Schoo ith a yellow head. And once you told the studéntsas a
Imp v INGS. W ! g inglet, it made sense to call it a golden-crowhatglet. The

So much so that word quickly spread about highite ibis was certainly white, the snowy owl was tolor of

presentation. Requests came in for otheknow, and the long-tailed duck does have a very Itail.
presentations. And here is where our story takes Aithough for you to tell the students that the kaited duck
dark turn. used to be called an oldsquaw, say “ugh,” and tderan Indian

war dance was unnecessary, don’t you think? Natémtion
One school wanted George on a day he was nd@ther juvenile. It was at this point that the démts became
available. So George contacted me and asked if much more animat_ed and active than any of us want@ume
would do the presentation. This was mistake one ifould say, as you did, that they were on the warpéttwas here,
our story of what many came to call the rainbovdbir | M1k, that you lost control of the situation.

Mistake two was me agreeing to do the presentatiorhule[?/'edrr)rl]?#,?ha}vtﬁirt]?( zgy and tell the students'sbut up, you

Who knew, certainly not me, that 70+ fourth graders g the worse, I think you will agree, Mr. Boer, was when
could drive me round the bend and that | couldn#o t yoy told the students you were sick and tired eirtjuvenile
same to the, in my opinion, uptight school staff. behavior (these are fourth grade students we alidnig about
here), put a new bird picture on the screen, shahutié you're so

My plan was to show a series of bird photos to thé#%$@ smart, name this one,” and bolted from themtooThat
students, ask if they could identify them, and tkeen Wwas very bad form. o .

explain how some birds have names based on their But not as bad as the bird picture you leftwith. Do you
coloration or other notable markings. Piece ofecak Nave any idea of the chaos this one bird causeth@multiple
fight? 1 will not name the school in question, and names the students came up with, each one tryingetonore

mv defense | don't think | was as insensitive oe-a elaborate, or funny, or possibly correct, than thest one?
y : w : ItV g “Crayon bird,” is what one student said. “Red, lelugreen

inappropriate as the principal claimed, buy may®&e t p;rq » was another name. “Rainbow bird” would haweon the
be_St way to let you know what happen_ed is simply tQiection were we to have decided the outcome wihhliat. Or
print, in its entirety, the letter | received frothe  how about “red bird with blue head,” or “blue headeed bird

principal. with green yellow back”? It wasn't until much latéhat day,
after the chaos of 70+ fourth graders shouting amduing and
Dear Mr. Scribner, pushing and shoving and even fighting over whatenémngive

Thank you for your presentation at our schtadt  the bird that one of our teachers called a friemeho knew a
Wednesday. | hope you will understand why we do nadbirder, who had a bird book, that we were able dentify the
want you ever again to make a presentation at chosl. bird as a painted bunting.

These were fourth graders, Mr. Scribner. Yes,eheere That was a mean trick you played on us, MribBer. Not to
three classes, not one as you were initially ta@ldd yes mention your other numerous violations of schoijusttte, your
the students were, as you put it, “pretty activbyit that use of uncalled for sarcasm, and your inappropriatame
does not excuse or justify your language or youravéor. calling. You were supposed to give a presentatmriourth

In the first place, body image is importantee to  graders, not be one. | trust you understand whydee't want
fourth graders. You do not refer to a plus-sizemwy b you back. Next time it will be Mr. Jameson, or¢heill not be a
wearing a patterned sweater as “Chubby CheckerAidA next time.

a reed-thin girl is not “Bulimia Betty.” Sincerely,

Do you have children, Mr. Scribner? If scadsume
you remember, when they were of fourth grade du#, t He/she (I don't want to help you identify the schby
they do not always stay focused, and that sometvhes  stating the gender of the principal) got it prettych right.
called on to answer a question they may respondl wit |t \yas not my best outing. But | thought the paiht
spmethlnfg t%tla”%, l:jnrelgteﬁl. Sg when yOLIJI CSbhOWGd $unting was a nice closing number. Next time (okiéy
ﬁ:#:éetr?e Sir dusZicljr h:r\]/va; (gaosi;lé iztgct)rlijpct% %i ;lg; there is a next time) I'll leave ‘em with a pictucé a

pyrrhuloxia, or a phainopepla, or a dickcissel. t'd see

this summer, it was not appropriate for you to sk, ; .
“Did you understand my question, you little twit?” those little buggers properly name those birds. ulbbl

And it was completely uncalled for, when adesnt  Checker will be seeing spots.
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Birding Walla Walla County Bird of the Month

February is a great month to look for wintering GREAT HORNED OWL Bubo virginianus

waterfowl in Walla Walla County and the best place \ The great horned owl is a
to find them is along the Columbia River. Threetspo large owl found throughout
come to mind that are easily accessible by carl L North America. It's average
Although a scope is always useful when looking at ' Msize is 22 inches, with a
waterfowl, birds can been seen with binoculars at wingspan of 44 inches.
these three locations.

% Adults have large ear tufts,

s yellow eyes, finely barred

» and streaked brown, gray
and white plumage as well

as a conspicuous white
throat collar. Females of the
species are somewhat larger
than males.

Photo by George Jameson

Wallula Walla Walla Grain Growers Elevators

Less than a mile southwest of Wallula Junction glon
Highway 730 turn right onto a short road that letmds
the elevators. Park on the left near the riverk{nta
sure to not block grain trucks) and walk along the
trail leading to the mouth of the Walla Walla River
Waterfowl you can expect to see at this location
include American coot, canvasback, lesser scaup,

western grebe, ring-necked duck and commona great horned owl's eyes are nearly as large asetiof
goldeneye.  Careful searching can also producenymans and are immobile. Instead of turning itsseyte
horned grebe, pied-billed grebe and redhead. With t,ms its head. Therefore, its neck must be ableutn

scope you may find a common loon. about 270 degrees in order to see in other dimstio
without moving. It's hearing is as good, or betthan it's
Casey Pond vision. Its ears are not placed in the same posito

You may know about this spot that lies just west of gjther side of its head; the right ear is typicaiét higher
Highway 12 a mile or so north of Dodd Road. There iy the skull and at a slightly different angle. Bing or
used to be a small parking lot along the highway, b tyrning its head until the sound is the same ez, an

now you can access the area by turning left ongwl can pinpoint both the horizontal and verticakdtion
Hanson Loop Road north of Casey Pond. Proceed oiy 5 sound.

Hanson Loop Road past a residential area on the lef

to a gravel road that leads back into the pondinTu Great horned owls hunt at night by waiting on ahhig
left at this unmarked gravel road and proceed southperch and swooping down on prey. Small to medium
on it until you reach a large parking lot and boat sjzed mammals are the predominant food sourcehitmst
ramp. Waterfowl are plentiful here in the winter. 3150 comprise a large portion of their diet rangimgize

Hundreds of northern pintail, American wigeon, from kinglets to great blue herons. No bird isesahen
mallard, and coot are regulars. Tundra swans Caihe great horned owl is hungry!

often be found here too, as well as hooded

mergansers, bufflehead, white-fronted geese, canad@reeding is early—late January or early Februarynate
geese, and a variety of gulls. Great blue herogs a js chosen by December and they can be heard calling
double crested cormorants can be seen along th@arlier. The call is low-pitched and usually hage f
shoreline near the highway and on the small island.gyjjables. The female’s call is higher in pitcwls do

It's not unusual to find a bald eagle or two in the not puild their own nests but use a large nestnofter

trees. bird or sometimes a large hole in the side of &b&here
_ o are usually 2 eggs per clutch. Incubation is al38utlays.
McNary National Wildlife Refuge Headquarters Young owls move onto nearby branches by 6 weeks and

At the first stoplight on Highway 12 near Burbank start flying about a week later. However, thei} btg for
turn right onto Humorist Road. Turn left at thene  food for as long as five months.

road and drive north to the refuge. Parking igten

right hand side of the road. All of the waterfowl Great horned owls are common residents of low td- mi
mentioned above are a possibility at the refuge. Ingjevation areas in almost all habitats in our aeasn
addition you may see ruddy duck, wood duck and resjdential areas with parks and woodlots.. Now geat
common merganser. There is a blind where you canjme to look for them while the trees are bare &y are
sit and enjoy the birds at your leisure. Bald esgle nesting. Look for ears on a nest and another endhed
often flush the birds on the ponds, but they S00Nnearby. Later in the spring you may even see thay
settle back down on the water. owls in the nest or on a nearby limb.



February, 2009 The Magpiper Pagel4

Conservation

GREAT CONSERVATION IDEAS ENVIRONMENT BLAMED IN WESTERN
By Mike Denny, BMAS Conservation Chair TREE DEATHS

Excerpts from article in New York Times 1/23/09
This week has been loaded with historic, amazing
firsts not seen in this country on such a largdesca Rising temperatures and the resulting drought atsiog
before. There are many new realities and directions trees in the Western United States to die off atemban
the people of this nation to seriously considemed  twice the pace they did a few decades ago, a naly &ty
President with new executive orders, new mandateshe United States Geological Survey has found.
new hopes and expectations. A new openness and a
whole new concept of transparency in governmentThe combination of a warmer climate and diminished
The idea of personal responsibility, personalwater supply have impaired the ability of the fosem
awareness and concern for your neighbors andbsorb greenhouse gases and made them sparseoand m
community. A urged commitment to get involved with susceptible to fires and pests. The scientists aviatyzed
your local government and lend a hand in providingree census data collected in 1955 and in lateisyéaund
direction. Making choices about natural resourciés w that the mortality of trees increased in 87% of thdforest
sustainability upper most in our minds. Pushing forplots studied.
clean air, clean water, clean fuels and the idaavle
are always responsible for the future of the nexd t The scientists analyzed the effects of higher teatpees
generations. Teach compassion for all living thingson old-growth temperate forests in three regionghie
and systems that bring life to all of our futur&op west. The average temperature in those regiore lrps
torture, remove our troops from battlefields an& us more than one degree Fahrenheit from the mid-19@0-s
smart diplomacy to settle conflicts. 2006. Precipitation and snowpack runoff decreasext

the same period.

Are all of these great concepts presented to the
citizens of this nation and the rest of the folkstbis  The higher mortality rates held regardless of tree
planet new ideas? No, they are not. They in feet a elevation, size or type. The fact that birth ratasained
the old foundations that were meant to guide anidl bu unchanged among the nearly 60,000 pines, firs, deksl
many of this world’s religions, civilized peopleaca and other trees in the study indicates that formstdosing
countries. All of these ideas have been around forrees faster than they are replacing them.
many thousands of years, but they tend to get eghor
covered up and pushed out of sight by many tha lovit remains unclear how much of the regional warmigg
greed, power and the notion that entittements reigmesult of a natural climate cycle and how much ltesu
supreme. from a global trend toward higher temperatures.

So with this new start for our country | urge YO t The study focused on forests more than 200 yeats ol

get involved with YOUR county, state and city where rapid changes in demographic rates would more

governments. Push for sustainability and shardethe |ikely be caused by environmental changes rather by

of “Carrying Capacity™ to all you know and meet. internal processes more common in young fore&s skelf

Perform continual well thought-out acts of thinning. The spike in mortality in otherwise Hhégl

conservation. So shut off the TV and lets just@ét forests cannot be attributed to aging, fires ankermot

there and do what is right for our future generaio events, the researchers said. Warmer weather ntieains
trees become more vulnerable to attacks by insautis

* For a definition of “Carrying Capacity” go to the pathogens that thrive in warmer conditions.

Blue Mountain Audubon webpageww.blumtn.org

Steve Pyne, an environmental historian, said tbat bad
things became depends on what comes back to replece
vegetation being lost. It's like the financial takwn.
It's the uncertainty. What's going to replace it? may
make no difference, it may make a huge difference.

DID YOU KNOW?
Abraham Lincoln and Charles Darwin were bornjon
the same day—February 12, 1809.
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Miscellaneous Books

GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT PRISCILLA’S PICKS

February 13-16, 2009 The Snoring Birdby Bernd Heinrich

Hosted by National Audubon Society and A portrait of the future scientist as a footloosg¢une boy.
Cornell Lab of Ornithology In this extraordinary memoir, Bernt Heinrich shathe

Looking for a free, educational activity that malkes ways in which his relationship with his father, daned
difference? This February, join tens of thousaofls with his unique childhood, molded him into the stist
people throughout the U.S. and Canada in the 12tand man he is today. From his father’'s days addies in
annual Great Backyard Bird Count. You can countEurope and the family’s daring escape from the Rexly
birds you see in your backyard, off your balcony, ain 1945 to the rustic Maine farm they came to tailine,
your local park, or from your window—anywhere you Heinrich relates it all in his trademark style, nmak
can spot birds. science accessible and awe-inspiring. He is digahtiat
depicting the highs and lows of scientific reseaasthe is
People of all ages and all levels of bird-watchingin sharing the ways and wonders of the naturaldvorl
experience are invited to take part. It's a greay to
learn more about the birds in your backyard andn The Snoring Birdthe reader will discover the unique
neighborhood. It's also a fun activity for kidand an  personalities of both the author—famous biologasiter,
opportunity to get outside and connect with natureand untramarathon champion Bernd Heinrich—and of
You can count by yourself, or with your family, Papa—an old-style insect collector who survivedgjes
community group, school, or friends. and two world wars. The book succeeds on manydeve
as a splendid nature writing, as a readable histdry
Information from the count provides valuable modern biology, and as a fascinating glimpse of the
information for science and conservation. Yout, lis growth of one scientist’'s mind.
long or short, helps scientists understand moraitabo
how the distribution and abundance of birds areStormy Weatheby Paulette Jiles

changing through time. A stirring story about four women (a mother and tmeee
daughters) toughing out the Great Depression i thas
How to Participate dust bowl. The story begins in 1927 and depictsrth

1. Visit www.birdcount.org for easy-to-follow unstable, transitory life in the oil fields of Texa After
instructions, including tips for identifying bird their father’s death in 1937, the women move bacthe
species. Download a checklist for your area. homeplace on the Brazos River in Central TexastailBe

2. Count the birds you see wherever you choose toof a rancher’s life in the 1930’s and the harshirsgtadd
count.  Write down the highest number of authenticity to the story.
individuals you see at one time—that way you
will avoid counting any bird twice. Although this book is not as profound as Steinbeck’

3. After at least 15 minutes of watchingin one  Grapes of WrathJiles conveys the women'’s sense of self
place, report your results online atand of home inlanguage as stark as the Texasdapes
www.birdcount.org. (You can spend more time
observing in you wish).

4. You can repeat your countat the same place on NEW BOOK
each day or you can visit other locations andSwifty’s Big Flight by Lee Jackson
submit separate tallies for those areas as well. A delightful children’s book about a young Vauxft as

he begins his first journey south for the winter an
Online maps and lists are updated throughout théctional family-oriented narrative. It is a furiosy for
count, making it easy to see how your birds fibitite ~ children and one that also will teach them abouiftsw
big picture. behavior and migration. The black and white illagtns
by Ryan Alexander-Tanner add whimsy to a storydehit
Join the fun and be part of the Great Backyard Bircf all ages will enjoy.
Count!

Lee Jackson lives in Portland, Oregon and has been
watching Vaux’s swifts from her porch for five ysar
Proceeds from the book benefit the Audubon Soaéty
Portland’s Swift Watch program. For more inforroati

on the book go to www.flyingswift.blogspot.com
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In the Field

The rain on New Year's Day didn't stop folks from horned owlswere spotted as well as onerthern shrike.
getting out and seeing some birds. At the enchef t As an additional treat, while driving through Toethve
day 71 species were tallied for the new 2009 Wallsaw severaturasian collared doves .We saw red-tailed
Walla County Bird List. Nothing rare showed upttha e B

first day, but Mike and MerryLynn were pleased tc
see theHarris's _sparrow back in their yard the
morning of January 2. The new snow brought ma
birds back into feeders for a quick meal.

On January 3 Sheila Zanger watched two juvenil g
golden eaglesand an adultbald eagle munching "| ,
down on a deer carcass along Highway 12 betwet ‘
Waitsburg and Dayton. '

While participating in Lower Columbia’s Christmas
Bird Count on January 3, Mike and MerryLynn found
an adultgyrfalcon in Franklin County.

Sheila called me again on January 7 - this timeito
me about aed-breasted sapsuckeiin her yard. This
is the first recorded sighting of the species i
Columbia County. How exciting! Red-breasteg
sapsuckers are normally found west of the Casca
Mountains so this bird was a long way from home.

Rodger and | went out to check on the floodinghawks of every color, shape and size including a
conditions of the creeks and rivers on Januaryn8 (a Harlan's. All of the rough-legged hawks looked different
of course to do a little birding). The wind was and one was a dark morph bird. It was a greaainghwe
howling so the raptors were mostly on the grou@ah.  all learned more about the raptors of our valley.
McDole Road (which is off Byrnes Road) we found a
ferruginous hawk. It was sitting very still watching Nat Drumheller found 17ed-breasted merganserson
for some critter to move. Finally one did and thethe Columbia River near the pulp mill on January Qf
hawk pounced. McNary Refuge he saw snow_goose a white-fronted
Patience certainly gooseand severalundra swans
has its rewards.
We also saw five MerryLynn, Priscilla Dauble and | walked up Nortbrk
rough-legged Coppei on January 14 and foundoie grosbeaksthat
hawks on Byrnes MerryLynn had seen there on January 12. We alsoasa
- Road. pyamy owl, aruffed grouse, and fourchestnut-backed

i chickadees On the 12th MerryLynn also saw a pair of
Rough-legged pileated woodpeckersalong the road.

-:' Rodger Shoemake Several of you reported hearimgestern screech owlsn
January. Listen for them calling in the evenings.

January 10 was the Raptor Field Trip led by Georg&eorge Jameson watched a large mixed flockobins,
Jameson. After a short lesson on red-tailed hawktarlings, cedar and Bohemian waxwingsdevour the
identification, 17 of us headed west to test oilissk berries on his mountain ash on January 15. The hug
We saw 123 red-tailed hawks 13 American  flocks of migrating robins that we see here in Eauary/
kestrels 8 northern harriers, 4 rough legged early February have returned a little earlier thanal.
hawks, a bald eagle and 2 prairie falcons. One
group also saw gharp shinned hawk Fivegreat On Jan. 15th auffed grouse spent most of the morning in
Alice Greethurst's back yard. It was pecking amaoing
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dead leaves that are piled under the arborvitagéhedIn the middle of the snowstorm on January 24, Georg

that borders the back fence.

Rodger and | saw 3 mongine_grosbeakson Scenic
Loop on January 16. They were twittering in thesto
of the conifers.

On January 17, Mike and MerryLynn, Jim Nestler &nd
- drove up to Lyons

" Ferry Park to see 15

white-winged

Jameson watched Bald eagle fly over his house.
Rodger and | missed the eagle, but we did find fieed
ducks on South Wilbur ponds, just a short distance from
George’s house.

A little snowstorm didn’'t keep Mike and MerryLynn
from venturing north on January 24 looking for birdAt
Fish Hook Park they locatednrthern saw-whet owl
Along Lyons Ferry Road they found foAmerican tree
sparrows, and in Prescott they saw Barasian collared

2 crossbills that were
* feasting on the cones
of two spruce trees.
They were busy
devouring the cones
' and hardly noticed
our presence. | was
able to get this photo of a beautiful male.

dove and amerlin. Wild turkeys were plentiful around
Prescott and they sansugh-legged hawksalong Lyons
Ferry Road. They saw fogreat horned owls—two at
Fish Hook Park, one at lvy Cemetery west of Préscot
and one along Highway 261.

Every winter there are birds that come into Eastern
Washington that aren’t normally found here. Inemc
years we have had snowy owls, Eastern bluejays and

The Dennys and the Shoemakes drove the Miltongreat gray owls. This year white-winged crosshitsl
Freewater area raptor route on January 18. Weasawpine grosbeaks are popping up all over - Moscow,

pyamy owlon Couse Creek Road. Raptors included:
189 red-tailed hawks, 27 American kestrels 1 adult
bald eagle 2 rough-legged hawks 3 ferruginous
hawks, 1 prairie falcon, 2 Cooper’s hawks and only
1 northern harrier.

On January 18, Sheila reported seeingaléih-legged
hawks and 8red-tailed hawks on Eckler Mountain
road. On the 21st she had d&ried thrushes in her
yard south of Dayton plus a coupl€lark’s
nutcrackers andred crossbills

Spokane, Tri-Cities, and even Othello. White-withge
crossbhills love spruce cones and although none begn
spotted yet in Walla Walla, they could be here. b8®n
the lookout for them in your neighborhood treesid &t
me know if you see them.

I'm looking forward to hearing from you in February
about the birds you are seeing. Please call me at
525-2963or email me at housewren@blumtn.org

Ginger Shoemake

MerryLynn and her mom Shirley drove up Lewis Pea
Road on January 20 in search of sunshine. Thaydfou
it—plus 7 rough-leqged hawks 2 Steller's jays, a

northern shrike and lots ofwild turkeys. In Dixie

they watched amerlin eating a house finch, and at
Sunset Villa in College Place they saw close to 20
bohemian waxwings

Tori Kaufmann called on January 21 to let me knoy
she had gartial_albino_house finch coming to her
feeder. In addition, the trees around her apartme
were full of robins and there was aedar waxwing
and aBohemian waxwingin the mix.

Shirley Muse also called on January 21 to report
merlin in her yard. She has seen it off and on for ove
a month.
watching birds from inside the warm house becaus
nothing is coming to the feeders.

It's presence has sure put a damper N
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